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—not   the   civil   law,   which   would   punish   his assailants,  but the new law of Honorius against heretics, which he claimed to apply to Crispinus. The Donatist was convicted, and it was only the intercession   of   Augustine   and   Possidius   that saved him from a heavy fine.    But the important point is that Augustine has appealed to the law against heretics.    There are other indications that his feelings are hardening.    In all that he writes from the beginning of the fifth century he betrays a pitifully narrow and sectarian judgment of his fellows.    Thus in his De Bono Conjugali (written in 401) he finds that ' the dinners of the just are more meritorious than  the fasts of the infidels, the marriage of the faithful more meritorious than the virginity of the heretic'; in fact, the heretic's fast    is    'a   service   of   demons,'   the   Donatist virginity ' no better than fornication.'
Of the  many   works   he   wrote   against   the Donatists   at  this   period   little    need    be   said. They have no literary value, and little human interest of an agreeable kind.    They repeat incessantly the familiar arguments  on the familiar points— whether Felix of Aptunga was a traditor, whether the sacraments  given   by  an  unworthy minister are invalid and so forth.     Between 400 and 410iginally from a contaminated source—the traditor, Felix of Aptunga.vinegar from the pagan temple.'.
